
Can QME take mechanistic models to the variation we observe?

a mechanistic model

QME

what it predicts for variation

?

host genomes and microbiomes

Only if the model also holds
what else shapes that variation:

where hosts live
prevalence differs among places,
before any selection on hosts

in progress whom they meet
a contact moves microbes between hosts,
several at once
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planned  ·  directions for mechanistic host–microbiome models; the two panels are schematics of ongoing work, not results
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