
three lessons from coevolution, in one system

interface
genes and microbes build the host trait

community
the partner is many microbial taxa space

social contacts
microbes pass
between hosts

the environment
local, patchy pools

localities
hosts move between
them, with their microbes

and two things the pair never had

inheritance
which microbial ancestry stays with the host lineage?

timescales
microbes turn over fast, hosts evolve slowly

schematic  ·  after Week et al. 2025, Evolution 79:2487; Week et al. 2025, Nat. Ecol. Evol. 9:1769
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