
The same guild, as a community
width of a link: how strongly the two compete

each link, three numbers
α competition
β selection on the mean trait
γ selection on its variance: niche breadth

More overlap, more competition: what it selects for

|β|
push on the mean

γ
selection on breadth

competition α

apart:
no effect

overlap: pushed apart,
less variance pays

same niche: nowhere to go,
more variance pays

high-richness approximation

many species, a dense web:
follow the statistics of
the links, not each link

schematic  ·  example guild of slides 10–11 (dots: its pairs); grey: Week et al. 2021, J. Theor. Biol., Eq. 35, one niche width; their results use many species
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